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Cereal farming is one of the main pillars of Algerian agriculture and a key component of the
nation’s food security. However, it remains vulnerable to multiple challenges, including climate
variability, soil degradation, overreliance on chemical inputs, and the economic fragility of farms.
In this context, agroecology emerges as a forward-looking approach that seeks to redesign
production systems in order to reconcile productivity, sustainability, and environmental balance.

This study was carried out in the commune of Béni Fouda, located in Sétif Province. Through
a field survey conducted among cereal farmers, it aims to understand the social and economic
factors that shape the adoption of agroecological practices. The results show that adoption remains
limited but is driven by a genuine desire for change. Practices such as crop rotation, cover cropping,
and reduced tillage illustrate a gradual transition toward more sustainable farming systems.

The analysis highlights that land tenure, farm size, and income diversification play a decisive
role in this process. Beyond technical aspects, the study emphasizes the human dimension of
agroecological transition — the effort of farmers to find balance between tradition and innovation,

between the need to produce and the responsibility to preserve the life of soils and ecosystems.

Keywords: Cereal farming, Agroecological practices, Béni Fouda, Sétif, Algeria.



